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PRESENTATION
Kelly Griffin: "Namibia"

volunteered, donated sale plants, and brought show 
plants. A special thanks to Terri Straub for coordinating 
the event,  organizing volunteers, and filling in wherever 
needed. We had some new vendors and welcomed back 
many old friends. The weekend was filled with fun, 
camaraderie, and a bit of work to make things go 
smoothly. Please see photos of the vendors, volunteers, 
and show plants in this issue of the Newsletter. 

MEETING DATE CHANGE: Our May meeting will 
take place at the South Coast Botanic Garden on May 19, 
since the auditorium was not available to us on Mother’s 
Day.  Please mark your calendars for the third Sunday of 
the month. We will  welcome new members and gift 
April and May Birthdays at the meeting with a free plant!

PRESENTATION:  Our speaker for May 19 will be Kelly 
Griffin who will talk to us about his Namibia trip. Kelly is 
always a fascinating speaker with lots of great stories to 
tell. 
Society T Shirts are still available at $12 each.
I hope to see you there!
Maria Capaldo 

President's message

SHOW AND SALE:  We had a successful 
event for our Show and Sale at the Palos 
Verdes Art Center despite the rainy weather. 
A big thank you to everyone who  

Follow us on Facebook

To learn more, go to southcoastcss.org

https://www.instagram.com/_sccss_/
https://www.instagram.com/_sccss_/
southcoastcss.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064504549856


Speaker of the Month Kelly Griffin

Submitted by Maria Capaldo
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PRESENTER FOR MAY 
Kelly Griffin “Adventure to Namibia” 

Kelly will present his visit to Namibia last May. This 
was a successful romp to see some iconic bucket-list 
succulent plants.  Namibia is a unique place with 
unique flora and fauna.  This includes Welwitschias, 
Aloes, Pachypodiums, and Lithops in their native 
surroundings.
Kelly worked as the Curator of Succulents at Rancho 
Soledad Nursery for 11 years, and, for the past

Welwitschia in Namibia

Aloe erinaceae

12 years, he has been working for Altman’s Plants as Succulent Plant Development Manager. 
He has become well known for his hybridizing and has created far over 100 succulent hybrids 
now in the trade, including Aloes, Agaves, and Echeverias. He is probably most known for his 
Aloe hybrids that are 30 years in the making (Pink Blush, Delta lights, Christmas Sleigh, and 
Coral Fire, etc) and some Agave hybrids and selections too (Blue Glow, Snow Glow, Cubic, 
Black and Blue, Dragon toes, Spawn, and Crème Brûlée to name just a few). He is also 
responsible for obtaining seed from many interesting species and propagating the seed for all to 
enjoy.
Kelly has been a member of the San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society since 1992.  He has 
been on the board of Directors for the SDCSS, has served 4 years as SDCSS President and 2 
years as Vice-President.  He was very honored to have been named a Fellow of the San Diego 
Society.  
He currently serves as a Director on the Board of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America. 
He is active on the conservation committee and is working on the National Convention,  which 
comes to San Diego next spring April 23-27, 2025. Aloidendron dichotomum



Author: Tom Glavich ed. by Jim Tanner and Mike Short  

2024 Mini-Show Plant of the Month  Cactus

Eriosyce senilis Eriosyce villosa

May

[Ed (Mike Short): All of the cacti in this group are now in the genus Eriosyce (er-ee-oh-SY-kee).  
Many of you will have bought your plants under the old names of Neoporteria, Neochilenia, 
and Islaya.  For the Mini-Show we will accept plants with those old names.]

Eriosyce is a genus of cacti native to Chile. There are both globular and columnar types that produce 
flowers with a spiny and hairy tube. The flowers grow laterally on specially formed areoles. Almost all 
of these plants need a deep pot with very good drainage to accommodate a tap root. It is susceptible to 
over-watering. Occasionally some are grafted to avoid root rot problems. Keep dry in winter. Best 
suited for airy exposures. They like full sun; and can tolerate light shade. They like warmth 
(recommended minimum winter temperature: 40°F). But a plant kept perfectly dry can easily survive 
at winter night-time temperatures below freezing – especially if warmed to near 60 F the next day. 
Some if not all are especially prone to rot, therefore, under-pot in a smaller container filled with very 
porous compost. Mealies can also attach themselves to the spines, plant body, and roots.

Eriosyce esmeraldana
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Neoporteria and Neochilenia are genera from the Central and Northern Coasts of Chile, and 
the Southern Coast of Peru.
This area has a Mediterranean climate, with rain in the winter, and mostly dry summers. The 
climate is similar to Southern California. Fogs are more frequent, and can sometimes be the 
predominant source of water.
The genus Neochilenia was never really distinguishable from Neoporteria, except for a greater 
tendency towards tuberous roots. In any case, in recent times both have been incorporated, with 
several other genera into the genus Eriosyce. This is becoming less controversial with time, and in 
most of our shows, Neoporteria and Neochilenia are now combined with Eriosyce.
Cultivation of Neoporteria is relatively easy. They will do well in pots or in the ground in Southern 
California, and require little or no protection from weather. One challenge in growing this genus, 
particularly with some of the old Neochilenia is to get growth started in the spring without cracking 
the body. It helps to grow  in a very open potting mix with careful watering, particularly if the plant 
was dry all winter.



2024 Mini-Show Plant of the Month  Cactus

Author: Tom Glavich ed. by Jim Tanner and Mike Short

Eriosyce esmeraldana (=Neoporteria esmeraldana)

May

In habitat these are often solitary, but in cultivation they often clump. Propagation by removal of the offsets is an 
easy and reliable method of propagation. Grafted plants will quickly clump, and these heads can be removed and 
re-rooted. Seed for many species and localities are available from a number of suppliers, and these generally 
germinate well and grow strongly.

Eriosyce islayensis (=Islaya 
islayensis)

Eriosyce jussieui (=
Neochilenia curvispina)

Eriosyce occulta 
(=Neochilenia occulta)
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Islaya is a genus of cactus. This genus is named after a Peruvian city of the same name. It has been treated as a 
synonym of Eriosyce, and the species Islaya laui which had been placed in a separate genus, Rimacactus, as its 
sole species, is now Eriosyce laui.

[Ed (Mike Short):  Islaya has now been moved to the genus Eriosyce.  The move may be rather confusing as it 
seems many of the Islaya species were simply renamed Eriosyce islayensis making it impossible to differentiate 
between them.  Those Islaya species ‘might’ at some time in the future become a variety, cultivar, subspecies or 
forma of Eriosyce.  Some examples that have been renamed Eriosyce islayensis are: Islaya divaricatiflora, Islaya 
brevicylindrica, Islaya bicolor, Islaya flavida, Islaya grandiflorens, Islaya grandis, Islaya maritima, Islaya minor, 
Islaya minuscula, and Islaya unguispina.  Even Islaya islayensis has been renamed as Eriosyce islayensis. If you 
have an Islaya species it might be wise to retain the species name along with the new name, Eriosyce islayensis.]

Eriosyce laui (=Islaya laui) Eriosyce islayensis (=Islaya 
divaricatiflora)



2024 Mini-Show Plant of the Month  Succulent

Submitted by Jim Tanner and Mike Short

Crassula capitella

Crassula deceptor (=C. arta)

May

Crassula muscosa var. muscosa

Crassula arborescens

Crassula ovata
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Crassula is the largest genus in the family, Crassulaceae, containing everything from bog plants to 
some of the most extreme succulents. Many Crassula species have been naturalized and are 
commonly seen as garden plants in Southern California. These include C. arborescens, C. falcata, C. 
perforata. Many hybrids and cultivars are available, offering a large variety of colors and shapes. 
Some favorite species include: Crassula arta [Ed: =Crassula deceptor] which makes columns of close 
packed triangular leaves. As the stems lengthen with age, cuttings can be taken and the plant 
restarted.   Crassula muscosa var. muscosa is a wonderful plant for hanging baskets. Its thin green 
strands of tiny leaves offset from roots and the base to fill a good size pot. Crassula pyramidalis forms 
mats of short four sided stems.
   Many Crassulas border on being weedy. They get lanky after a year or two, and the bottom leaves 
either fall off or turn brown. Cuttings of these plants should be taken (they almost always root), and 
the plants restarted either in the early fall (October is best) or early spring (late February to April). 
Great things can be done in a small space with this genus.       Tom Glavich
[Crassula is a major genus of the Crassulaceae family and members are known for their amazing 
ability to perform CAM (Crassulacean Acid Metabolism).  CAM in simple terms is the ability to 
perform photosynthesis during the daytime using Carbon Dioxide (CO2) that has been collected and 
stored at night.  As the plants are not intaking CO2 during the heat of the day, they are able to keep 
their stomata 
(pores) closed thereby greatly reducing the loss of liquid.  The CO2 collected at night is stored in the 
form of acid malate and is converted back to CO2 internally during the day when photosynthesis is 
taking place.  see Wikipedia]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crassulacean_acid_metabolism


Show and Sale-2024

Photos by Debra Galliani and Maria Capaldo

Thank you to our vendors!
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Decrescenzos

Hanna's Succulents

Jackie Johnson

Peety Pots

East Los Succulents Jim Gardner

June Wong

Desert Creations

Lupe Hulett

Pablo and Artie

Phoenix Rising

Tom Glavich



Show and Sale-2024
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Society Members: This is a general list of job descriptions for the upcoming Show and Sale, 
April 13-14, 2024. Our Sale is successful only with your participation. Please read this over to 
find a job you would like to do.
We welcome all to sign up for shifts: Friday after 12 PM, Saturday and/or Sunday, 
9AM-12:30 PM or 12:30 PM-4 PM. Two hour shifts are also available.
For information or to sign up for a time slot contact Terri Straub:
.  Email: terristraub@me.com
.  Text: 424-445-9222
.  Call: 424-445-9222
FRIDAY SETUP
Arrive Friday, April 12th at 12-1:00PM or anytime thereafter to help arrange the tables, put 
up signs, assist with labeling and pricing of Sale Table plants. General helping of show 
organizing, including unloading plants from cars.
SOCIETY SALE TABLE: These are plants society members have donated. The table needs to 
be set up with tablecloths and plant tags by Friday afternoon. (All are provided by the 
society.)
Members can bring in their plants starting Friday afternoon. Saturday morning help arrange 
the plants on the table and make sure they are pest free. On Saturday and Sunday, keep an 
eye on the plants, answer general questions about the plants and keep table looking nice.
CASHIERS
Check out buyers by ringing up the cost on the tags, adding up the total with tax and 
collecting cash and checks. Experience with a cash register advised. Credit card person will 
run the cards and give receipts.
TAG PULLERS
We need many people to help pull tags in different shifts. Tags are in the plants the buyers 
are purchasing. Pullers need to pull the tags, count them and make sure that number 
matches the number of plants to be purchased.
HOSPITALITY/MEMBERSHIP/ T-SHIRTS
Volunteers will help with new memberships or sell T-shirts, if available.  Answer general 
questions and direct guests to features of the event.
PRESALE PLANT HOLDING AREA
These volunteers will help watch that buyers only take their plants and not pick and choose 
from other people’s plants in the holding area. Can be a sitting job.
CLEAN UP
At 4 PM Sunday we close the show/sale. We need volunteers to help take down signs, clean 
off tables, sweep and general clean up. Pack up rented tables, if needed.

Thank you to our volunteers!

Photos by Debra Galliani and Maria Capaldo
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Show Tables and Plants

Photos by Debra Galliani and Maria Capaldo
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Photos by Debra Galliani and Maria Capaldo



Mini-Show Rules 

Exhibitors must be club members 

and must be present at the 

meeting in order to receive points. 

One name representing the same 

household must be used unless 

plants are grown separately. 

Mini-show coordinator will be 

consulted if there is any question 

of entry identity. 

Any container may be used, 

including plastic, as long as it is 

clean. All plants must be groomed 

and free of pests and disease. 

There are two plant categories, 

“Cactus” and “Succulents”. Up to 

three plants per individual may be 

entered in each category. 

Scoring: 

First Place: 6 points 

Second place: 4 points 

Third place: 2 points 

Placement: all entries that are not 

disqualified: 1 point.  

An individual plant may be 

entered only once a year. 

There are three entry classes: 

“Novice”, “Intermediate” and 

“Open.”  Only members new to 

the hobby would be expected to 

be in the Novice class. 

After the November meeting, 

members’ point totals 

will be reviewed by the Board of 

the Society.  

Novice members awarded more 

than 64 points or winning at least 

6 first place awards may be asked 

to move to the Intermediate class 

in both categories. 

Intermediate Members awarded 

more than 64 points or winning at 

least 6 first place awards, may be 

asked to begin showing in the 

Open class. 

All plants must be grown by the 

exhibitor for a minimum of six 

months for Novice and 

Intermediate and one year for 

Open class. 

Month Cactus 

 

Succulent 

May Eriosyce, Neoporteria, Islaya, Neochilenia Crassula 

June Gymnocalycium Pachypodium 

July Ferocactus, Leuchtenbergia Kalenchoe 

August 
Lobivia, Echinopsis, Soehrensia and 

Chamaecereus 

Stapeliads (Huernia, Stapelia, Orbea, 

etc.) 

September Discocactus, Uebelmania Sansevieria, Dracaena 

October Miniature (3inch or less) Miniature(3inch or less) 

November 
North American Columnar Cacti (Saguaro, 

Cereus, etc.) 

Senecio, Caputia, Curio, Kleinia and 

hybrids 

December Holiday Pot Luck Holiday Pot Luck 

January 2025 
Mammillaria and Cochemiea, single-

headed 

Pelargonium, Sarcocaulon, and 

Tylecodon 

February 2025 Stenocactus, Echinofossulocactus Euphorbia from Madagascar 

March 2025 Thelocactus Aeonium, Greenovia 

April 2025 Show and Sale Show and Sale 

2024-2025 Mini-Show Calendar 
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Upcoming events around town
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SOUTH COAST CACTUS  
AND SUCCULENT 

SOCIETY MEETING

SOUTH COAST CACTUS 
AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

MEETING 

For more information and co learn more 

2024 Board of Directors

OFFICERS: STANDING COMMITTEES: 

Show and Sale 

Terri Straub

Programs Chair 

M.A . Bjarkman

Finance Chair 
Jim Hanna 

Mini-Show Coordinator
Terri Straub 

Communications 
Chair Mike Short

Webmaster 
Mike Short 

Newsletter 
Maria Capaldo

Publicity 
Ann Nye 
Facebook 
Laurel Woodley
Instagram 
Nancy Sams

President  
Maria Capaldo
Vice President
Terri Straub 
Treasurer
Bernard Johnson 
Secretary
Debra Bushweit Galliani 
At Large Board  Members 
MarthaBjerke
Vince Darmali 
Nancy Sams

l I' f

Membership
Chair Sally Fasteau 

Speaker Coordinators 
M.A . Bjarkman 
Braulio Mena

LIAISONS: 
CGCI 
Braulio Mena 
CSSA 
M.A . Bjarkman
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PRESENTER: KELLY GRIFFIN
"NAMIBIA"    NOTE NEW DATE 
MAY 19, 2024 1:00-4:00 pm 
SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 
Frances Young Hall
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PRESENTER: JEFF MOORE
"DUDLEYA"
JUNE 9, 2024 1:00-4:00 pm
SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 
Frances Young Hall
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Upcoming Meetings

   SOUTH COAST CACTUS 
AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY

MEETING 

PRESENTER: ERNESTO SANDOVAL 
July 14, 2024 1:00-4:00 pm
SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 
Frances Young Hall 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

https://southcoastcss.org/
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Echinocereus is a genus that is much loved by cactus growers world-wide. There are several 
characteristics that collectively account for their popularity. All Echinocereus are small plants 
that are quite suitable for growing in pots and greenhouses. 
The stems of this genus are more often than not under a foot in height and perhaps 2 or 3 
inches in diameter. Some are slightly bigger, some smaller. In the wild, some species may form 
large mounds of many hundreds of stems, but this takes many years and these same species are 
still quite manageable in cultivation. 
There is a wide variety of spination that includes some of the most fierce and dramatic spines 
covering the plant stem so that it is not even visible. Most have moderately sized spines evenly 
distributed, some have very colorful spines even in alternating patterns. Some have pectinate 
(comb-like) spines and some are nearly spineless. The spines are arranged on ribs. 
Aside from being a cultivation-friendly size, Echinocereus have some of the most brilliant 
flowers of the cactus family. They range in color from electric-pink to deep scarlet to translucent 
browns and greens and even bright yellow. Many species feature two-toned flowers with one 
color toward the center and another color on the outer parts of the flower. 
One particular population exists in New Mexico, USA of naturally occurring hybrids that display 
much of this color range on one hillside from plant to plant. The flowers can be 3 inches or more 
in diameter and feature spiny floral tubes. Close examination reveals that the flowers actually 
break through the epidermis of the stem as do any new offsetting stems. 
In the wild, Echinocereus range from as far north as South Dakota, USA and south through most 
of Mexico. They inhabit a wide range of habitats growing under Ponderosa forests to coastal 
plains; from low elevation deserts to mountainsides of 8000 feet or more. There can be a 
tremendous amount of variation within species and this can make identification especially tricky 
in some instances. 
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