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Speaker of the Month Kelly Griffin
Submitted by Kelly Griffin
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PRESENTION FOR May

Australia: A Journey into the Outback/ Cape York”

My presentation will revolve around a remarkable adventure I embarked on 
with my close friend and Australian field expert, Attila Kapitany.

Together, we traversed the rugged landscapes of northern Queensland, 
particularly in the Cape York region. Along our journey, we encountered an 
array of fascinating plants and animals that I am eager to share with you. 
Among our discoveries: Ant Plants, intriguing carnivorous plants, Cycads, and 
a host of other strange and wonderful species residing in the northern outback. 
I was joined by Denise when I arrived back in Sydney and together we were able 
to explore some remarkable locals of Xanthorrhoeas, Doryanthes and other 
strange and interesting Australian plants.

I am excited to convey the thrills and insights gained from our two expeditions. 
Stay tuned for stories that not only highlight the diversity of succulent flora but 
also the beauty of Australia’s natural environments.

Biography:

Kelly Griffin is a plant hybridizer for Altman Specialty Plants located in Vista, 
Ca. He has a penchant for finding and photographing succulent plant habitats 
in general all over the world. But, lately he has an interest in the mostly 
California genus of Dudleya. Looking for Dudleyas in the field has been a 
constant passion for him over four decades. He co-authored a book on 
Dudleyas published last year.
Kelly is a Board member of CSSA and the San Diego Cactus and Succulent 
Society. He was Chair of the CSSA Convention Committee which took place 
in San Diego this year. 

Mike Johnson
Cross-Out

https://www.instagram.com/kitoi
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   2025-2026 Mini-Show Calendar 

Month  Cactus Succulent 

May Dish Garden Dish Garden 

       June Rebutia, Aylostera, Sulcorebutia, Weingartia Mesembs (no Lithops or 

Conophytums) 

July Matucana, Oroyo Echeveria 

August Epithelantha, Frailea, Aztekium  Dyckia, Hechtia 

September Variegated Cactus Variegated Succulent 

October Turbinocarpus Adromischus 

November 
South American columnar cactus 

(Cleistocactus, Espostoa,Oreocereus, etc.) 
Lithops, Conophytum 

December Holiday Pot Luck Holiday Pot Luck 

January 2026 
Mammillaria – straight spine (clumping) Haworthia, Astroloba, Tulista, 

Haworthiopsis 

February 2026 Epiphytic cactus Aloe, Kumara 

March 2026 Echinocactus, Kroenleinia Cissus, Cyphostemma, Dorstenia 

April 2026 Show and Sale Show and Sale 

Exhibitors must be Society 

members and must be 

present at the meeting in 

order to receive points. One 

name representing the same 

household must be used 

unless plants are grown 

separately. Mini-Show 

coordinator will be consulted 

if there is any question of 

entry identity. 

Any container may be used, 

including plastic, as long as it 

is clean. All plants must be 

groomed and free of pests 

and disease. There are two 

plant categories, “Cactus” and 

“Succulents." Up to three 

plants per individual may be 

entered in each category. 

Mini-Show Rules 

Scoring: 

First Place: 6 points 

Second place: 4 points 

Third place: 2 points 

Placement: all entries that are not 

disqualified: 1 point. 

An individual plant may be 

entered only once a year. 

There are three entry classes: 

“Novice,” “Intermediate,” and 

“Open." Only members new to 

the hobby would be expected to 

be in the Novice class. 

After the November meeting, 

members’ point totals will be 

reviewed by the Board of the 

Society. 

Novice members awarded 

more than 64 points or 

winning at least 6 first place 

awards may be asked to move 

to the Intermediate class in 

both categories. Intermediate 

members awarded more than 

64 points or winning at least 6 

first place awards, may be 

asked to begin showing in the 

Open class. 

All plants must be grown by 

the exhibitor for a minimum 

of six months for Novice and 

Intermediate and one year for 

Open class. 











For more information and co learn more 

2025 Board of Directors

STANDING COMMITTEES: 
Show and Sale 
Terri Straub
Programs Chair 
M.A. Bjarkman
Finance Chair 
Jim Hanna 
Mini-Show Coordinator
Terri Straub 

Communications 
Chair Mike Short 

Webmaster Mike Short 

Newsletter Maria Capaldo

Publicity Ann Nye

Facebook Laurel Woodley 

Instagram Nancy Sams
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Membership
Chair Sally Fasteau 

Speaker Coordinators 
M.A. Bjarkman 
Braulio Mena 

LIAISONS: 
CGCI Braulio Mena
CSSA  M.A. Bjarkman

Upcoming Events

SOUTH COAST CACTUS 
AND SUCCULENT 

SOCIETY MEETING
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OFFICERS: 
President  
Maria Capaldo
Vice President
Terri Straub 
Treasurer
Bernard Johnson 
Secretary
Debra Bushweit Galliani 
At Large Board  Members 
Vince Darmali
Martin Dorsey
Nancy Sams

 SOUTH COAST CACTUS 
AND SUCCULENT 

SOCIETY MEETING

PRESENTER: Nick Renteria
"Gardens of Thailand"
June 8, 2025 1:00-4:00 pm

PRESENTER: Kelly Griffin  
May18, 2025 1:00-4:00 pm

SOUTH COAST BOTANIC 
GARDEN 

Frances Young Hall 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.

Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

LOS ANGELES CACTUS AND 
SUCCULENT SOCIETY SPRING 
CACTUS SALE 
May 17 &18, 2025 
9:00am-3:00pm
Tarzana Community Center
19130 Ventura Blvd., 
Tarzana, CA 

SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 
Frances Young Hall 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

https://southcoastcss.org/
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Echinocereus is a genus that is much loved by cactus growers world-wide. There are several 
characteristics that collectively account for their popularity. All Echinocereus are small plants 
that are quite suitable for growing in pots and greenhouses. 
The stems of this genus are more often than not under a foot in height and perhaps 2 or 3 
inches in diameter. Some are slightly bigger, some smaller. In the wild, some species may form 
large mounds of many hundreds of stems, but this takes many years and these same species are 
still quite manageable in cultivation. 
There is a wide variety of spination that includes some of the most fierce and dramatic spines 
covering the plant stem so that it is not even visible. Most have moderately sized spines evenly 
distributed, some have very colorful spines even in alternating patterns. Some have pectinate 
(comb-like) spines and some are nearly spineless. The spines are arranged on ribs. 
Aside from being a cultivation-friendly size, Echinocereus have some of the most brilliant 
flowers of the cactus family. They range in color from electric-pink to deep scarlet to translucent 
browns and greens and even bright yellow. Many species feature two-toned flowers with one 
color toward the center and another color on the outer parts of the flower. 
One particular population exists in New Mexico, USA of naturally occurring hybrids that display 
much of this color range on one hillside from plant to plant. The flowers can be 3 inches or more 
in diameter and feature spiny floral tubes. Close examination reveals that the flowers actually 
break through the epidermis of the stem as do any new offsetting stems. 
In the wild, Echinocereus range from as far north as South Dakota, USA and south through most 
of Mexico. They inhabit a wide range of habitats growing under Ponderosa forests to coastal 
plains; from low elevation deserts to mountainsides of 8000 feet or more. There can be a 
tremendous amount of variation within species and this can make identification especially tricky 
in some instances. 
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