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July 2025           South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society

South Coast  Cactus 
and Succulent Society 

Meeting

Keith Taylor "Chopped; 
Root Pruning 101"

To learn more, go to 
https://.southcoastcss.org

PRESENTATION

Follow us on Facebook

In This Issue

President's message
As we have discussed at our last 
meeting, we have secured meeting 
places for the remainder of this 
calendar year. We will have to adjust 
our meeting times and places so 
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please always check our website for  meeting 
location and time. It will be listed on the home page.
I will continue to publish the dates, times and 
locations in this Newsletter. So far our dates are:
July 13: 12:00-4:00pm South Coast Botanic Garden 
August 10: 12:00-4:00pm  South Coast Botanic 
Garden 
September 14: 10:00-2:00pm (speaker starts at 
11:30 am) Fred Hesse Jr. Community Park, 
McTaggert Hall, 29301 Hawthorne Blvd. Rancho 
Palos Verdes, 
October 12: 10:00-2:00pm (speaker starts at 11:30 
am) Fred Hesse Jr. Community Park, McTaggert 
Hall, 29301 Hawthorne Blvd. Rancho Palos Verdes, 
November 9: 12:00-4:00pm Torrance Municipal 
Airport – Zamperini Field Meeting Room,  3301 
Airport Drive, Torrance, CA 90505  
Saturday, December 13: 12-3 pm. PV Art Center, 
5504 Crestridge Road, Rancho Palos Verdes  for Pot 
Luck Holiday Party 12-3 pm. Note: This is on a 
Saturday.
I know this will be a challenge for all of us, but I am 
determined to continue our meetings and hope you 
will all continue to attend.
Our plants of the month are on pages 3-5.
This month our speaker Keith Taylor will present a 
demonstration of root pruning. Keith always has a 
refreshing approach to showing and potting plants 
and I am sure you will find him interesting.
I hope to see you there.
Maria Capaldo 

Newsletter
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Submitted by Keith Taylor

Speaker of the Month Keith Taylor
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PRESENTION FOR JULY 

"Chopped; Root Pruning 101"

Keith Taylor began collecting caudiciform succulents in 1991 after seeing a 
large Cyphostemma juttae in the ground at a local botanical garden. “I was 
drawn to size and grotesque shape of the trunk”. The Cyphostemma he saw 
is also the first succulent he purchased. His collection numbers more than 
800 plants. Keith prefers his succulents to look like habitat specimens rather 
than cultivated plants. He grows them hard, meaning limited water, little to 
no feeding, and hot sun to give them the look of collected plants. His 
favorites include Cyphostemma, Fockea, Fouquieria, Pachypodium, 
Pachycormus, Tylecodon, Othonna, Pelargonium, Mesembs, and Euphorbia. 
Roughly five percent of his collection is tuberous rooted cacti, Lophophora, 
Peniocereus, Turbinicarpus, Mammillaria, Leuchtenbergia and Ariocarpus. 
In 2008, Keith began creating pots to show off his plants. He believes the 
pot should complement, not distract. The main focus should be the 
succulent. If the pot is too ornate, colorful, or shiny, it draws your eye 
toward the pot rather than the succulent. Also, proportion plays a role. The 
container needs to be the right width and depth to look balanced. For 
example, if the succulent is placed in the center of the container surrounded 
by colorful stones it will look artificial and awkward. Rocks and topdressing 
add to complete the presentation. Keith’s pottery is sought after by cactus 
and succulent collectors as well as bonsai artists due to the natural look of 
the containers.  Keith sells his work at C&S clubs and shows, bonsai clubs, 
online through Instagram, and his website. He accepts custom orders and 
ships worldwide.

Keith’s website is: https://palmstreet.app/u/kitoi?pr=Wh5hYdaH
Keith’s Instagram page is: https://instagram.com/kitoi

This will be a hands-on demonstration! Keith will bring in 
plant material to show you how to root prune to produce a 
stunning presentation. He will also have a few of his show 
specimens and pottery available for purchase.

July
2025

Mike Johnson
Cross-Out

https://www.instagram.com/kitoi
https://palmstreet.app/u/kitoi?pr=Wh5hYdaH
https://instagram.com/kitoi


July
2025

Mini-Show Plant of the Month Cactus

Matucana is a genus of cacti, containing approximately 22 species of 
mostly globular plants. The genus is only known from Peru, mostly 
along the Marañón River. Their range extends into southern Peru near 
Nazca. The genus is named after the small Peruvian town 50 miles east 
of Lima, where they grow at 6,000-13,000 feet. Matucana is a cold-
hardy genus, accustomed to high altitudes and exposed to snow at 
certain times of the year. 

Overall, Matucana species are globular or cylindrical plants with 
shallow ribs and moderate to light spination. The largest maxing out at 
around 30 inches (75cm), most remain under a foot (30cm) in height. 
Ribs are distinctly tuberculate and the plant bodies are typically bright 
green. The flowers of Matucana are quite distinctive and showy. Most 
are bilateral and stand up above the plant on tall floral tubes that are 
reminiscent of “cowl vents” on a ship. (The vents that cartoon 
characters are always jumping into.) Most flowers are red, but may be 
orange, pink, yellow, or white. Fruits are juicy and round. 

Oroya, as a result of molecular analysis, has recently been moved into 
Matucana. The species that were Oroya were found around the town of 
La Oroya which is just some 64 Km (40 miles) from the town of 
Matucana. There are two species identified Matucana borchersii and 
Matucana peruviana. These species are slow-growing, can be difficult 
to grow and are often found as grafted plants.
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Matucana huagalensis

Matucana aureiflora

Matucana intertexta

Matucana formosa

Matucana (=Oroya) borchersii

Matucana (=Oroya) peruviana

Matucana (=Oroya) peruviana

Submitted by Jim Tanner and Mike Short
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Mini-Show Plant of the Month Succulent

Echeveria is a large genus of succulents in the Crassulaceae family, 
native from the mountains of Mexico to northwestern South America. 
The genus is named after the 18th century Mexican botanical artist, 
Atanasio Echeverría y Godoy. Many of the species produce numerous 
offsets, and are commonly known as ‘Hen and chicks’, which can also 
refer to other genera such as Sempervivum that are significantly 
different from Echeveria.
Many Echeveria species are popular as garden plants. They are drought 
resistant, although they do better with regular deep watering and 
fertilizing. Most will tolerate shade and some frost, although hybrid 
species tend to be less tolerant. They can be propagated easily by 
separating offsets, but may also be propagated by leaf cuttings, and by 
seed if they are not hybrids. Echeverias are polycarpic, meaning that 
they may flower and set seed many times over the course of their 
lifetimes.
Most lose their lower leaves in winter; as a result, after a few years, the 
plants lose their attractive, compact appearance and need to be 
rerooted or propagated. In addition, if not removed, these shed leaves 
may decay, harboring fungus which can then infect the plant.

4 Echeveria pulvinata

Echeveria derenbergii

Echeveria agavoides

Echeveria 'Blue Curls'

Echeveria x imbricata  

Echeveria  cante

Submitted by Jim Tanner
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   2025-2026 Mini-Show Calendar 

Month Cactus Succulent 

July Matucana, Oroya Echeveria

August Epithelantha, Frailea, Aztekium Dyckia, Hechtia

September Variegated Cactus Variegated Succulent

October Turbinocarpus Adromischus

November Lithops, Conophytum

December Holiday Pot Luck Holiday Pot Luck

January 2026

South American columnar cactus

 Cleistocactus,Espostoa,Oreocereus, etc.)

Mammillaria – straight spine (clumping) Haworthia, Astroloba, Tulista, 
Haworthiopsis,

February 2026 Epiphytic cactus Aloe, Kumara

March 2026 Echinocactus, Kroenleinia

Show and Sale

Exhibitors must be Society 

members and must be present 

at the meeting in order to 

receive points. One name 

representing the same 

household must be used 

unless plants are grown 

separately. Mini-Show 

coordinator will be consulted 

if there is any question of 

entry identity. 

Any container may be used, 

including plastic, as long as it 

is clean. All plants must be 

groomed and free of pests 

and disease. There are two 

plant categories: “Cactus” and

“Succulents". Up to three

plants per individual may be 

entered in each category. 

Mini-Show Rules 

Scoring: 

First Place: 6 points 

Second place: 4 points 

Third place: 2 points 

Placement: all entries that are not 

disqualified: 1 point. 

An individual plant may be 

entered only once a year. 

There are three entry classes: 

“Novice,” “Intermediate,” and 

“Open." Only members new to 

the hobby would be expected to 

be in the Novice class. 

After the November meeting, 

members’ point totals will 

be reviewed by the Board of 

the Society. 

Novice members awarded 

more than 64 points or 

winning at least 6 first place 

awards may be asked to move 

to the Intermediate class in 

both categories. Intermediate 

members awarded more than 

64 points or winning at least 6 

first place awards, may be 

asked to begin showing in 

the Open class. 

All plants must be grown by 

the exhibitor for a minimum 

of six months for Novice and 

Intermediate and one year for 

Open class. 

Cissus, Cyphostemma, Dorstenia

April 2026 Show and Sale

May 2026

June 2026

Astrophytum Agave, Manfreda and hybrids

Opuntia, Tephrocactus, Cylindropuntia,
 Australocylindopuntia

Euphorbia (not from Madagascar)



2025

Cactus Succulent 

2nd - Maria Capaldo 
Aylostera deminuta

3rd - Maria Capaldo 
Rebutia mentosa

1st - Jim Gardner
Mestoklema tuberosum

2025

OPEN

3rd - Maria Capaldo
Machairophyllum brevifolium

2nd - Phyllis DeCrescenzo
Fenestraria rhopalophylla

June
2025 Mini-Show WinnersMini-Show WinnersMini-Show Winners

1st - Maria Capaldo
Rebutia tiraquensis

Intermediate

1st - Anita Caplan 
Aylostera fiebrigii

2nd - Bonnie Ikemura
Cheiridopsis peculiaris
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2nd - Bonnie Ikemura 
Rebutia sp. 

1st - Martin Dorsey 
Dinteranthus pole-evansii 

Submitted by Terri Straub Photos by Mike Short 



2025 Mini-Show Winners

Cactus Succulent 

2025 Mini-Show Winners

Novice

June
2025 Mini-Show Winners

1st - Liz Ying 
Faucaria tigrina 

2nd -Vince Darmali
Rebutia heliosa var. condorensis

Mini Show Standings June 2025
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1st-Vince Darmali 
Rebutia canigueralii

Submitted by Terri Straub Photos by Mike Short 

Intermediate cont'd.

3rd - Bonnie Ikemura 
Ruschia perfoliata

3rd - Terri Straub 
Rebutia canigueralii



Member Photos

Lobivia ferox var. ferox  by Maria Capaldo

Mike Short's rockery garden
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Haemanthus albifloss by Roberta Hanna



For more information and co learn more 

2025 Board of Directors

STANDING COMMITTEES: 
Show and Sale 
  Terri Straub
Programs Chair 
M.A. Bjarkman

Finance Chair 
Jim Hanna 

Mini-Show Coordinator
Terri Straub

Communications 

Chair: Mike Short

Webmaster: Mike Short

Newsletter: Maria Capaldo

Publicity: Ann Nye

Facebook: Laurel Woodley

Instagram: Nancy Sams

l I' f

Membership
Chair: Sally Fasteau 

Speaker Coordinators
M.A.Bjarkman
Braulio Mena

LIAISONS
CGCI:  Braulio Mena 
CSSA:  M.A. Bjarkman 

Upcoming Events

SOUTH COAST CACTUS 
AND SUCCULENT 

SOCIETY MEETING
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OFFICERS: 
President  
  Maria Capaldo
Vice President
  Terri Straub 
Treasurer
  Bernard Johnson 
Secretary
  Debra Bushweit Galliani 
At Large Board  Members 

  Vince Darmali
  Martin Dorsey
  Nancy Sams

PRESENTER: Keith Taylor
"Chopped; Root Pruning 101"
July 13, 2025 1:00-4:00 pm
SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 
Frances Young Hall 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

SOUTH COAST CACTUS 
AND SUCCULENT 

SOCIETY MEETING

PRESENTER: Tom Mc Coy
"The Aloes of Saudi Arabia"
August 10, 2025 1:00-4:00 pm
SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 
Frances Young Hall 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

https://southcoastcss.org/



